
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More Records Broken By 
Hartford This Year 

 
 

Three more records have tumbled this last couple of months; the entry for 
the ladies singles in the senior tournament, the amount of subs collected 
and the number of members.  
 
The worry of most clubs is “are we going to get as many members 
as last year, and can we afford to improve the facility further this 
year”. The answer is a most definite yes!!! The subs usually come 
in dribs and drabs, but this year due to the (some might say) pushy 
nature of our membership secretary nearly all the subs have now 
been collected. There are as usual a few members that forget to pay 
and these members are reminded that there is a rejoining fee when 
they eventually do pay. Team players are also reminded that they 
are not allowed to represent the club unless they have renewed their 
membership. 
 
The ladies singles tournament this year has been invaded by ‘The 
Ladies That Lunch’. The huge increase in numbers means that 
instead of 2 entries last year we have 26 this year. The increase has 
come about from daytime coaching sessions put on by club coach 
John Walsh. John states “the number of ladies in the club has 
increased steadily over the past few years, culminating in the boom 
that we are now experiencing. The majority of the ladies are 
relatively new to the game, and are keen to learn and improve. 
They take the advice given to them and some even put it into 
practice! They are eager to play and make the most out of their 
membership. The majority are full members, but all lead busy lives 
and can only manage to fit in a bit of tennis during the day whilst 
the kids are at school. Others are playing a little more, enjoying the 
pre arranged slots in the evenings, which allow them to maximise 
the precious free time that they have”. 
 
Tournament Coordinator Andrew Moores stated “It is phenomenal 
the job that John has done with this club, encouraging and 
motivating the members and it just goes to show what can be done 
with hard work and determination. It will be great if the entrants in 
the Ladies Singles all come down on finals day to support the 
finalists. To see so many new names is always good, but to put 
faces to the names will be great. The club is changing, and these 
new faces will hopefully take it forward over the next few years”. 

Summer 2008 

Do You Want 
Wimbledon 
Tickets Next 

Year? 
 

The clubs allocation of Wimbledon 
tickets is dependent upon how many 
BRITISH TENNIS MEMBERS we 
have next year. This is a free 
initiative from the LTA whereby 
they can find out how many people 
are out there playing tennis. You 
need to apply, and you can do this 
online by going to www. 
lta.org.uk/membership/join. The 
more members that apply the larger 
our allocation of tickets next year. 
You will only be eligible for tickets 
if you are a BTM. Forms are 
available from the clubhouse if you 
do not have access to the internet. 
The membership is free this year 
and we rather sceptically thought 
they would be charging us next 
year, but we have just had a reply to 
our letter stating that the 
membership will be free until 2012. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from Your Chairman 
 

We are well on the way to completing our major project and only a few items remain on the list. 
  
These include painting the interior and exterior of the clubhouse, installing some new lighting and renewing the roof and 
windows. The kid's zone area needs painting to complete. 
We are waiting for some information on materials and some more quotes before placing contracts. 
Once that is done we will improve the interior decoration making good use of the furniture items kindly donated by some of our 
members 
  
There will inevitably be some minor niggles and I hope everyone will appreciate what has been achieved and refrain from 
criticising things that they do not find to their liking. 
  
There are only a few individuals in the club who carry out all of the work that has to be done to keep things shipshape and much 
of this is done out of site without anyone realising the effort that is put in. 
  
In particular our coach John Walsh does a vast amount of unpaid work and organises others who are prepared to help and he 
has his coaching business to maintain. 
  
An old instructor once said to me when I complained about something that "you should remember when you point a finger at 
someone to suggest that they should do something there are three fingers pointing back at you" 
  
Offers of help are rare and much appreciated by the committee so please don't wait to  
be asked, make an offer it won't be refused. 
  
Chairman! 

 

Junior Team Results 

Senior Team Results 
 

               P  W  L  D 
 
Mens A   8   4   4   0 
 
Mens B   9   2   4   2 
 
Mens C   7   6   1   0 
 
Mens D   7   1   6   0 
 
Mens E    7   2   4   1 
 
Ladies A 
 
Ladies B 
 
Ladies C 
 
Ladies D 
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Congratulations 
 

John & Jane 
 

On the birth of their baby girl 
 

Holly Abigail Walsh was born 
on 16th May 2008 and weighed 

5lb 4oz 
 

Mother & baby are both doing 
fine (not sure about John) 

 
John & Jane would like to 

express their thanks to all that 
have sent messages cards 

presents etc, thank you cards are 
on their way 

 

Does this apply to 
you? 

 
Many hours of work are being spent in 
trying to make Hartford Tennis Club the 
best looking club in the area, and so could 
we please ask you to help us look after it. 
 
We have provided bins, that some use, we 
have provided court drags, that most use, 
we provide cups and glasses for drinks that 
most don’t wash up, dry up and put away. 
We have provided a dishwasher if you 
prefer, that most don’t bother to open to 
put crockery in. 
 
It might sound petty and whingeing, but 
the job has to be done by somebody, and it 
usually comes down to the same people, 
who are getting a little tired of doing it 
now. 
 
We could employ somebody to come in on 
a daily basis, but subs would have to go up 
to cover the costs!!! We know how much 
you are against that!! 
 
So please help us to help you provide you 
with a fantastic club!! 
 
Please remove all balls from courts after 
play, drag the courts after use, wind down 
nets, put any rubbish in the bins, and wash 
up or put in the dishwasher any cups 
glasses etc you have used. 
 
Thanks                The committee 

Project ‘Tidy Up’  
Nearly Complete 

The garage has arrived; it 

is fully powered up and now has 
lighting. The clubhouse is empty 
of all coaching accessories, and is 
now being re decorated, the 
ceiling has been re-nailed up, 
panels jointed and ready to paint. 
The walls are to be lined and 
painted. The lighting will be 
brought into the 00’s and we will 
soon have heating for the winter. 
The changing rooms are now just 
that again having had all the 
items stored in the garages. 
 
The carpet is to be steam cleaned, 
and a laminate floor to be laid in 
the kitchen area. 
 
We now are the proud owners of 
an electronic notice board, so 
please take a look at the items on 
it as this is where we will be 
advertising future events and 
important information. 
 
Any comments positive or 
negative can be made to the 
committee by filling in one of the 
members comments forms on the 
information desk. 

 

 

Senior Finals Day 
 

 
Mens Singles  Jared Wood  bt  Andrew Moores 
 
Ladies Singles Gill Holmes  bt Liz Faulkner 
 
Mens Doubles Jared Wood  Neil Cocker 
 Mike Bousfield bt John Melluish 
 
Ladies Doubles Sue White  Di Fielding 
 Claire Mycock bt Sue Sharples 
 
Mixed Doubles Andrew Moores  Jared Wood 
 Jo Cameron bt Claire Simpson 

 

Court Maintenance 
 

It is really important if you want to 
still have great astro turf courts, 
that you drag them after you have 
finished.  
It has been noted that on some 
evenings members are not 
dragging them after the lights go 
out at 10.00 o’clock. Please finish 
your session in plenty of time to 
drag them. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������	��
����
������������	��
����
������������	��
����
������������	��
����
��
����	������	������	������	��� �������

����
��	��	��	
��������
�	��
��
��
�����
�������	����	���������

	�	����

����
�

���
���
�

�	��	��
������	���
��
�

hartfordtennisclub@googl
email.com 

 
����������
��
���	��	����	�
�
����	��
���	
�	���������

�������������	��
���
����
����

WWW .hartfordtennisclub.co.uk 

�	���
�	� ���!
�	�	���
�	� ���!
�	�	���
�	� ���!
�	�	���
�	� ���!
�	 ����
 

hartfordtennisclub.co.uk 
 

Thanks to ‘Give the dog a 
bone’ for all their help in 

designing the site and getting 
it up and running. 

 

Juniors in the 
Clubhouse 

 
Members are reminded that juniors 
are only allowed in the clubhouse if 

they are supervised by an adult. 
Juniors are being informed of the 

door code and are leaving the 
clubhouse in an unacceptable 

condition. Please do not disclose the 
door code to your children! 

Does success breed 
success or just more 

headaches? 
 

The club has been expanding at a 
dramatic rate over the past few years, 
and therefore there has been an 
increase in the demand for courts. The 
problem is a logistical nightmare in 
the making, with people all wanting 
the courts at similar times. With more 
people playing, the number of teams 
the club fields has increased, thus 
meaning that matches have spilt over 
onto another evening more regularly 
this year. Members wishing to play in 
organised groups are advised to find 
slots in the timetable on other 
evenings from matches, as the 
finishing time can’t be guaranteed and 
therefore they could be left waiting 
for a court. 
Team and club tournament matches 
take priority on the courts, as they are 
subject to time restraints and must be 
completed by certain dates. 
The committee are continually trying 
to find ways to alleviate the pressure 
on courts, so bear with us!! 

New Family Members Take 
Advantage of Club Pool 

 
Mrs D Uck and her family of seven 
took advantage of the recent good 
weather and made the most of the 
remaining puddles in the car park. 
This was obviously a ploy by the 
Parish Council to test out if the club 
are open to all residents from 
Hartford and that the new policies re 
discrimination is being put into 
practice. Club 
chairman John 
Melluish did  
check they were 
members, and  
asked them to 
leave as they  
were not displaying their shoe tags.  

 

Saturday 
Morning 
Coaching 

 
 
Due to an increase in numbers and 
an expansion of the coaching 
programme at Hartford the sessions 
have multiplied to four. This has 
meant an introduction of mini 
tennis green for under 10’s. The 
11.00 o’clock session previously 
full tennis now incorporates both 
mini green and full tennis 
intermediates. The extra session at 
12.00 o’clock is now for the full 
tennis advanced players. The 
addition of the extra session means 
that the quality of both sessions 
will now improve with the numbers 
being halved from the one previous 
session. Over 100 juniors are now 
receiving coaching on Saturdays, 
and Assistant Coach Dave Forrest 
stated “It’s brilliant that we can 
provide such quality coaching 
sessions for so many people. 
Without the help from John 
Walsh’s Tennis Academy Leaders, 
the sessions could just not run. 
They enable us to provide quality 
information whilst the leaders do 
the feeding. The leaders are also 
qualified to assist in the coaching 
and pass on valuable tips. It is a 
pleasure to work with such a great 
team”  
For details of the sessions see the 
club web site to find the 
appropriate session for your age. 
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