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Are The Astro
Courts A Success?

A famous man was once asked “ do you prefer grass or astro”?
The response was, “I don’t know I’ve never smoked astro”!

Seriously though it would be interesting to know how the
membership feels about the new facilities at the club.

The new courts, the new lights, the improvements to the
clubhouse and the proposed new plans for the club.

For those not aware of the improvements proposed at the club, |
will enlighten you.

1. Re roof the clubhouse

2. Replace the windows along the court side of the
clubhouse.

3. Replace tables and chairs.

4. Resurface the first two grass courts with Tarmac

5. Refurbish the showers and changing rooms.

These improvements, some in hand and some hopefully achieved
over the next couple of years, are subject to the increased
membership being maintained and planning permission etc.

We therefore have enclosed a questionnaire we hope you will find
time to fill in and return to the club. It is anonymous, unless you
wish to put your name on it, and all answers will be held in the
strictest of confidence.

The information then be collated and should give the committee
an overall view of how we are meeting your needs and
requirements.

When completed please return under the office door!!

Pre Arranged
Sessions Over
Subscribed

After the email was sent around re the
Pre arranged sessions, and after the
success of the last couple of years, the
response has been overwhelming. The
session that started out as 1 session of 8
people on one night, has expanded to 8
sessions of 12 over four nights. There
Is now also a list of reserves for each
evening of players wanting to turn out
occasionally.

The committee appointed a
subcommittee to try and sort out nearly
100 names, to try and accommodate
players into sessions on an evening
when they could play and with players
of similar standards. This meeting took
four hours, and we are still tinkering
with the names and numbers.

We hope to extend the sessions further
if the demand continues to increase, so
if you would like to be involved

contact David Glenn on 07703501188
or by email at david@cameronfs.co.uk




A Mixed Season For Hartford Teams

The men’s side of the teams this year had a nightmare season; the 1sts had a poor start, but finished strongly
to end up second again. The 2nds had a poor start poor middle and a poor end, just about managing to stay
up by winning the last match of the season. The 3rds were the only shining light, playing two strong juniors
for most of the season David Simpson’s side won the division by one point. The 4ths and 5ths both finished
bottom, although if the 5ths had sent their result cards back on time they would have finished 4™, a
respectable finish for a new team of players. Let’s sort out the communication between the organisers next
year!

The ladies however had a better season with 3 of the 4 sides being bridesmaids in their respective divisions.
The 1sts finishing in the same place they have done for the last 10 years, missed out on a fantastic
opportunity to win the league by strong performances against the top sides and slip ups against Nantwich B
and Wistaston. The 2nds proved they should be in the top division, whereas the 3rds showed they are not a
second division team losing all but one of their matches. The 4ths will gain promotion and meet the 3rds in
the 3" division next year. A strong junior presence in the 4" team next year may

be the difference between the sides and we could see a

changing of the guard in the Ladies teams. Senior Results

The mixed team was probably the most surprising set of results.
Usually so reliable, they had to concede a match which resulted
in them not finishing 2" in the division.
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Junior Team Results Mens2 | 12 | 3| 8 | 6 | &

Mens3 | 12 | 9 0 3 1

Having entered a record number of teams in the leagues again this
year the results were not surprisingly mixed. John felt that it was
important to give all who wanted to play the chance to do so.
Hartford won 3 of the eight leagues they entered, and finished 2"
and 3" in 3 leagues also. A fantastic performance from all
concerned.

Mens4 | 12 [ 2 | 0 [ 10 | 77

Mens5 | 11 | 4 | 0 7 70

U14 Boys 2, U14 Girls 2, and U16 Girls 1, all won their respective

Ladiesl | 12 | 8 | 3 1 2"

1% divisions.
Team Division Position

Boys U12 1 1 5™ Ladies2 | 12 |10 0 | 2 | 2™
Boys U12 2 1 7"

Boys U14 1 1 3"

Boys U14 2 1 1%

Boys U14 3 2 5 Ladies3 | 12 | 1 | o |11 | 7"
Boys U14 4 2 2"

Boys U14 5 3 2"

Boys U14 6 3 4"

Boys U16 1 1 ond Ladies4 | 12 | 9 | 1 | 2 2"
Boys U16 2 1 6"

Boys U16 3 2 4"

Boys U16 4 2 50

Girls U14 1 1 3"

Girls U14 2 1 1%

Girls U14 3 1 40 Mixed1 | 12 | 9 | 0 | 3 4"
Girls U14 4 1 5"

Girls U16 1 1 1%

Girls U16 2 1 3"

Girls U16 3 1 5"




Camp Success

The John Walsh tennis camps
were a huge success this year,
with all four camps being full
and many unhappy punters
having to be turned away due to
numbers.

The allowance of all courts
meant that more children could
come and have more court
space to play on.

The introduction of the mini
court meant that the coaches
had an extra area to concentrate
on playing tie breaks and
teaching the juniors how to play
the game and score as well.

John hopes to extend the
number of camps by running
one at Christmas and one at
Easter next year. For more
information visit the web site at
www.hartfordtennisclub.co.uk
and click onto the junior section
then follow the links.

Do You Want
Wimbledon
Tickets Next

Year?

The clubs allocation of Wimbledon
tickets is dependent upon how many
BRITISH TENNIS MEMBERS we
have next year. This is a free initiative
from the LTA whereby they can find
out how many people are out there
playing tennis. You need to apply, and
you can do this online by going to
www. Ita.org.uk/membership/join. The
more members that apply the larger
our allocation of tickets next year. You
will only be eligible for tickets if you
are a BTM. Forms are available from
the clubhouse if you do not have
access to the internet.

The membership is free this year and
we rather sceptically thought they
would be charging us next year, but we
have just had a reply to our letter
stating that the membership will be
free until 2012.

The cut off date for applications to
count towards next year is October SO

| et There Be HEAT!!

Hartford’s’ twist on light, the new heaters have been installed tested
and tried, and have found to be a huge success. The heaters were
needed this summer when the LTA had a tournament at the club run by
club coach John Walsh. The weather was appalling as it rained from
start to finish. The parents were freezing and were very welcoming of
the heat provided from the new acquisitions. They will be turned on
permanently in October as they work on a sensor basis and will only
stay on when the PIR is activated. They take several minutes to warm
up and will stay on for quarter of an hour, or until reactivated by
movement. We have placed them in three areas where we feel people
will sit and congregate when in the clubhouse.

Clubmark Almost
Complete

Clubmark has been a trying and
tedious exercise at times and has
caused a huge amount of extra
work in admin etc, but has been a
good exercise to undertake so
that the club can measure its
success against the blueprint of
top existing sporting
organisations. The club must
attend various meetings and
courses along with meeting
various policies such as child
protection and equality. The last
course we must attend this year is
in October and when we have
received the certificate of
attendance the file can be sent off
to be audited.

John Walsh has worked tirelessly
to plough through the admin and
red tape, and has put the package
together.

The club will be scored on its
content and the results will be
sent back to the club. Areas that
the LTA feel can and should be
improved upon will be
highlighted and will be expected
to improve for the next years
audit.

It is yet to be found if there are
any prizes or benefits for
achieving club mark so stay
tuned to the web site for
updates!!

Court Maintenance

It is really important if you want to
still have great astro turf courts,
that you drag them after you have
finished.

It has been noted that on some
evenings members are not
dragging them after the lights go
out at 10.00 o’clock. Please finish
your session in plenty of time to
drag them.



Web Site Now Live

hartfordtennisclub.co.uk

Thanks to ‘Give the dog a
bone’ for all their help in
designing the site and getting
it up and running.

Do You Have an Email
address?

Please send Mary an email if
you wish to be added to our
electronic mailing list

Her email address is

hartfordtennisclub@ogooql
email.com

Just say hi on the message
and she will endeavour to
add you to the list

Mini Tennis Court
Now Complete

The latest asset to the club
has now been painted and is
being put to good use on a
weekly basis. The mini tennis
court enables club assistant
coach Dave Forrest to take
the Mini Tennis Performance
Squads to the next level; by
teaching them to play tie
breaks and score the game
properly. The colour
coordinated court helps speed
up the teaching process.

Poor Summer Fails
To Dampen
Members Spirits

The poor weather one would have
thought would have deterred
members from re joining and any

new members from taking up what

is on offer at the club.

This doesn’t however seem to be
the case, membership has never
been higher, and what is even
more pleasing to the eye is that the
courts are being used much more.
Court time is at a premium, and at
times members have to wait for a
court (heaven forbid). Members
are turning up at all times of the
evening and weekend to use what
have got to be the best courts for
miles around. The Astro Turf
courts seem to be the most
popular, with these filling before
the Tarmac ones. More and more
juniors are coming down straight
after school and staying for most
of the evening. It’s so great to see
the courts full all evening and so
many members enjoying the
facilities.

Juniors in the
Clubhouse

Members are reminded that juniors
are only allowed in the clubhouse if

they are supervised by an adult.

Juniors are being informed of the
door code and are leaving the
clubhouse in an unacceptable

condition. Please do not disclose the

door code to your children!

Do You Want To
Keep The
Clubhouse?

Due to the large increase in
membership, there are obviously
more people using the facilities,
which usually means more
mess!!! The club employs a
cleaner to come in once a week,
but we will have to look into
increasing her hours to every day
if the members do not begin to
look after the facilities and its
contents. With the exception of a
few, most members are happy to
have a drink and leave their
cups, glasses, for others to clean
up. This is not acceptable; there
is a sink with hot running water
and also a dishwasher!!!
Members are reminded that if
they use drinking vessels, then
these should be washed dried
and returned to the cupboard for
other members to use. The worst
case scenario is for them to be
placed in the dishwasher to be
set going when full! There has
not been one day this summer
when the same member of the
committee has had to tidy up
glasses and cups inside and
outside of the clubhouse.

If the number of hours of work
required to maintain the facilities
increases, then subscriptions will
have to go up in order to meet
the extra costs. Member can help
keep the costs down by operating
a little courtesy and cleanliness
in order to help maintain what
has now become a nice
clubhouse.

www.hartfordtennisclub.co.uk




